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1y0SSIL BONES.-The supposed discovely of fossil bones 
imbedded in the ice of Escholtz Bay, in West Georgia, had 
excited xnuch interest anzollt, rlaturalists} both oll ACCOUI1t OF 
the antiquity mIhich it ,ave to ice formations, and the lit,ht which 
such a discosely as calculated to throw oll the state ot the 
climate of the arctlc regiolls at the time whell they ̂ rere thickly 
inhabited by genera of the largest quadrupeds. But (as before 
obselved) tlle visit of the Blossom to these shores has demono 
stlated that the sllpposed ice formation is only a casing occurring 
011 the face of a cliff; of from twenty to eightt7 feet ill heig,ht, and 
lising inlalld to a loullded range of hills, between four and five 
hundred feet above the sea. The geognostic structure of these 
cliis i8 a bluish-cobud mud ol clay corraponding in character 
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to our diluvium; and the glacial facing, nhich was easily cut 
through, appeared to Captain Beechey to be occasioned either by 
the snow beillt, banked up against the cliff or collected i}l its 
hollows in the sillter, and converted into ice in the sumlller by 
partial thawings and freezings, or by the constant flow of water 
dllring the summer over the edges of the cliffs, on which, when 
converted into ice, the sun's rays operate less forcibly than oll 
other parts. At Blossom Cape, in Kotzebue Bay, the ice, illstead 
of merely forming a shield to the cliff, was imbedded ill the in- 
dentations along its edges, filling them up nearly even with the 
point. 

The bones found in this deposit of mud alld gravel belonged to 
the elephant, the v:lrus, the deer, and the horse. Some of the 
ttlsks examined by Professor 13uckland possessed the same double 
curvature as the tusks of the great elephant in the museum at 
Petersburgh, from the icy cliff at the mouth of the Lena, in 
Siberia. The head of the musk-ox, brought home with the fossil 
bones, Professor Buckland sayst cannot be considered as fossil. 
The horns of the deer were similar to those found in the diluviutn 
of England; but there were also the cervical Yertebrs of an un- 
known anilual, and which must have differed essentially fiom any 
that now inhabit the polar regions of the northern hemisphere. 

1I.-A Narrative of a Visit to the Court of Sinde, tc. By 
James Burlles, Surgeon to the Residency at tBhooj. Bombay. 
1829. Edillburgh. 1831. By W. Ainsworth, Esq. 

@IND, or Sinde, extends on both sides of the river IllfSus, 
J called by the Hindoos Sindh, which thus gives its name to the 
country. It resembles Egypt in the overflowing of the river, in its 
climate, ill some degree ill its soil, and also ill being confined on 
one side by a ridge of moutltains, and on the othel by a desert. 
Being of classical celebrity, it has lorlg attracted the attention of 
geographers; but frorn the opposition oSeled to research by the 
prejudices of its oriental possessors, and the predatory habits of its 
Nomadic tribes, it has remained until very lately quite unexplored. 
The views of Napoleon, however, Oll our lndian possessions, frst 
pointed out the llecessity of a better acquaintallce with a country 
which forms their western barrier; and we ale indebted to tbe 
impulse givell by these precautionary measures for Colonel Pottill- 
ger's ac?ollnt of Sinde, and his subsequent exploration, with 
Captain Christie, of Belochistan alld a part of Persia. The final 
occupation of Clltch by the British troops in l 8 19, further brought 
our govetent in counes-ion with Sinde ;- and after an unsucceX- 
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ful embassy in 1820, fillally led to Ml . James Burnesj surgeon to 
the Residency at BhoDj, and author of the work before us, to be 
called to tl-e court of Elydelabad in his nledical capacity. 

Previous to the ptlblicatiou of MrJ Burnes' work, hich only 
took place in this country two years after its publication at Bombay, 
tlle reports of Alr. Crow, sometime resident at Tattah, and of 
Messrs. Seton atld Ellis, had furnished us with much that svas new 
relative to the historg and resoulces of this country, and it is to be 
regretted, as tllese memoirs are not accessible to the publis, that 
our author did 1lot incorporate more of their details in his own 

at rative. As, however, so little has hitherto beell published 
oll this interesting country we shall, in analysing the iesult of 
Ml. Bllrnes' observations, draw also from other aulhorities, more 
especially the excellent work of Colollel Pottinger; and tlllls 
presellt a sort of digest of what is at present known of the state 
and colldition of Sinde. 

Unlike most countries situate on the banks of large rivers, the 
plaills naljoilling tlle lndus have, ih no period of their lliStOg, 

attained a very higll degree of agricultural or commercial wealtll; 
nor have their inhabitahts ever occupied a situation high in the 
scale of cisilization and political power. rrhis is to be attributed 
Srst to phasical causes, alld afterwards to the moral consequences of 
those ̂ hich llave, as usual co-operated with them. IIl the im- 
mediate 1leighbourhood nf a mighty river there is a dearth of fresh 
water, and hence Nomadic tribes and temporary residences. The 
uncertain sway of its possessors thus gave origin to internal discus 
sions and predatory habits; and the wallt of inlposing institutions, 
ancl of exact alld severe discipline, entailed their bad effects o 
society, anal prevented its ever arrivillt, at malurity. Sciellce and 
literature were lleglected; arts and agriculttlre remained con- 
sequentl) stationary; ̂  hile, for ages fanaticism and superstition, 
prejudlce alld despotism, have llllited in overwheluling the industry 
alld latent enterprise ot lhe inhabitants. 

rl'he phasical cllalacters of Sillde are not, however, quite Ulli- 

form; some parts appear to have been but lately claimed from 
the ocean, allct exhil)it abundant remains of decayed shells and 
other marille procluctiols as in the vicinity of Luckput, thougl 
we have not suflicient data to determine whether its saline steps? 
uhicll llere constitute the desert palt of the province, are or are not 
of moderll formation. At Kutlee, the landing place oll crossing 
the Lloollee brallcll, tbere is lleither house nol ialhabitants, nor even 
the usual palt) of solcliers for tlle collection of the revenlle; the 
COUlltly arotlllfl is eqtlally witllout treesj alld the road, ill the rainy 
season, ilnpassal)le, tllouz,h, at otllel times firlll alld hale{ l'be 
coulltry aroull(l lsurrachee, at the sollt51-western extlelllit, is aIso 
a perfect level; and after dry weather, with the exceptioll of a few 
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shrubs, has no vegetation; but in forty-eight hours after rain, it 
becotnes a perfect grass-plat. The country betsveen Kurrachee 
alld Tattah continues in the same lesel, and is, in like manner, 
alternately a wilderness or desert. On the south-eastern side of 
the l:ndus the country preserses everymhere pretty nearly the 
same aspect, being, at Laht a dead, unproductive flat, sometimes 
interspersed mith scattered and stullted shrubs. Near Hyderabad 
it beconles more hilly; and, frcom Ruree to Dhurra, canals are dug 
for the pllrposes of agriculture from the branches of the Indus; 
and over many of them small brick bridges are thrown, on which 
apparatllses for draging water are constantly at nvork for irrigating 
the fields. The e.stensive cultivation and richness of the 80il are 
here too remarkable; but from Laiqpoor to Bunna, and from 
thence to within a sllort distance of Hyderabad, the whole ss con- 
verted, I y a most selfish policy, into hunting forests for the Ameers. 
llle vegetation of the uncultivated tracts is almost entirely con- 
fined to shrubs of the Lye, or tamarisk; the babool (Mimosa 
Arabxca), taghuz, a tatnarisk with white bark alld leaves; the 
doodhill (Eup71orbia antiquorum), the Kurbo aleander, or almond 
flower; the shinz (EBedysclrum Alhagi); atld the trees which 
cluster round a brackish water are the Peepul (Ficus religiosa), 
Neem (Melia ayadirachta), and the Guz, or lndian tamarisk 

Tlle villages of Sinde are inferior even tv those of Cutch. They 
are, for the most part, colleetions of low huts composed entirely of 
clay and thatch; while even the mosques with which they abound 
are generally of the same frail materials, and only distinguishable 
by tlleir greater elevation, and a feeble attempt at ornament. 
Many of the inhabitants live in grass hovels in the field shich they 
cultivate. Most of the villages llave no name except that of their 
actual owner; and it is not unusual for tlle 5thole population of a 
place to lemove their dwellings to another station, as inclination 
or necessity prompts them, and when either food or forage fails. 
l^'hese villages are., in reality, mere stations in the desert, where a 
little brackish water can be obtained. Tattall, formerly the capital 
of Sinde, and one of the richest cities in Asia, is still nearly six 
miles in circumference} exclusive of the ruiles which extend a long 
way on both sides. The population, at the time Colonel Pottinger 
visited it, anloullted to near Q0,000 souls, and Mr. Burnes gives 
double that amount; but its sheds consist chiefly of ruinous and 
ullillllabited houses, the walls being built hollow by means of a 
fiame of \5!0O plastered over with mud or moltar; and this, it i5 - 

probable, Mr. 1:3ulnes mistook for stone, which he mentions as 
used iu the construction of Tattall. All the house3 have badgeers} 
or ventilatols, like chitnneys. 

The Sindians are mostly tall, with good features, and welI- 
formed limbs. 1'heir complexions are dark, but the beauty of the 
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womell is proverbial. The men are a strong and llealthy race, tllough 
more fitted for fatigue than activity. Rotundity is the mark of 
greatness} and considered as a beauty; prescriptiolls for illcreasing 
bulk are ill much esteem. Many of the Belooch clliefs alld officers 
of their coulrt are too large for the dimensions of any European 
chair. Ullder a governmerlt where extortion, ignorance, and 
tyranlly are, perhaps ullequalled in the world, they are avaricious, 
full of deceit, crllelX 1lnarateful, proud} impatientt knarrish, mean, 
fanatical and stlperstitious. According to Crow) they have no 
zeal but for tbe propagation of their religious faith; no spirit but 
in celebrating the Eed; no liberality btlt ill feeding lazy Seyuds; 
and no taste bllt in orllamenting old tombs. Their good qualities 
appear to corlsist in persollal laravery abstinellce, capability 
of maklng great esertions, and unqualified submission. They are 
not regardless either, nor deficiellt in fidelity and hospitality, which 
latter is probabla imposed UpOll them by their religion. And tlleir 
mental energies and natural faculties also appear good. 

Tlleir active diversiolls are shooting and clappillg with theil 
sS7ords. They are good marksmen with tlleir matclllocks, and 
inimitably (lexterous s7ith their bows alld a blunt heavy arrow whicll 
they use for game, and alart in a tlansserse illstead of a strait,llt 
directions so tlat the body, and not the point of the arrow strikes 
the object With these arrows they kill partriclges flying to 
the right and left, as expeditiously as ally European sportsnlan 
with a double-barrelled gun. 

The coalrtiers and soldiery are addicted to tl-le use of opium alld 
blumg (Cannabis sativa); great quantities of assafeetida are also 
used by them as food. Tlle Ameers are, hoxvever, much less suk 
in sellstlality and indul(realce than nlost Maholllmedan prillces; 
alld} aaccordinb to Dr. Burnes, they never indulge in intoxicating 
drugs and liquors. 

Tlle Aleers and their attenalants are dressed neal ly alikew 
in Allgricas or tunics of fille white muslins neatly preparefl and 
plaited so as to resemlvle dimityy witll cummerlvtllds or sashes of 
silk ancl gold, wide Turkish trovwsers of silk tied at the allkle, 
clliefly dalk bltle, and cylindrical caps made of t,old l)rocade or 
embroidered velvet. \Vith the exception of the Cashmere sllawls 
and the loongees ol sashes} which are made at Tattall, tlle cloths 
WOI'I1 are gellerally of Etlropeall manufacture. Loollgees ale 
made for saslses turballs, &c.; some are of silk otllers of silk alld 
cotton} and many of tllem are exceedillt,ly rich and costly, tith 
much gold embroidery. Dllrillt, the cold seasotl tlle muslill 
tunics are laid asidet and tlle Ameers wear robes oa cloaks made of 
tlle most valuable description of Cashllsere shas3vls, golgeously em- 
broidered with gold lace, and lined with the black ftlr of Callda- 
llar Sometimes the apparel consists of Europeall dalna.sk silks or 



ii6 htnes' Mxt to the Court of Sede, 

satin, lined with sotne warmer material, and quilted ̂ 7vith cotton. 
Meer Mahommed wore a surcoat of flowered pink satin. iThe 
turbans worn by the great men of Sinde coutain some of them up- 
wards of eighty yards in length of gauze, and are from two to three 
and a half feet in diameter. 

The brilliant collection of jewels and armour in the possession 
of the Ameers of Sinde is calculated to excite the surprise of a 
stranger. They adorn their daggers swords, and matchlocks with 
rubies, diamonds, pearls, and emeralds, many of which they wear 
as rings and clasps in different parts of their dress. Colollel Pot- 
tinger mentions an emerald larger than a pigeon's egg, and Dr. 
Burnes alludes to one which was cut in the shape of a parroquet 
as large as life. Their sword blades are extremely valuable, alld 
worth sometimes, even when plain and unornamented, half a lac of 
rupeesw One which was presented to Dr. Burnes by Kurim 
Ali tore the Mahommedan date, 1122 (A. D. 1708), and 
was valued in Sinde at two thousand rupees. The armoury of 
their highnesses ls graced with ssvords which have been worll by 
almost every prince -renowned in Asiatic story. Their swords do 
not appear heavier than common English sabres, but are diffierently 
balanced; and the above mentioned gentleman savv one of the 
young princes with a single stroke cut a large sheep in two. 

In their religious creed the Sindialls, like the Beloches, are 
generally Soonees. The falnily of the Ameers is very religious. 
The Talpoors were also originally Soonees, but their connexion 
with Persia has infected the court with the doctrines of that king- 
dom, and with the exception of Moura(l Ali and Sobdar, they 
have become Sheahs or followers of Ali. The two faithsy it is 
said, cannot exist in concord, though, according to Sir John Mal- 
colm, the difference consists more in matter of opinion than 
practice; and Pottinger says, that it would be more dangerous to 
appear in iBelochistan as a Scheah than even as a Christian. Re- 
ligious toleration is not a virtue of the Sinde gcxvernment, The 
Hindoos suffer many indignities, and are forced to mear the Ma 
hommedan dress and to wear beards; few are allowed the privilege of 
riding horses or of havillg saddles; and circumcision is performetl 
upon them on the slightest pretences. The Seytlds, or descelldants 
of the prophet are looked upon with the most unbounded and 
superstitious respect. Faqueers, or religiotls mendicants, infest 
tbe public highmrays at Hyderabad, demandillg alms in tones of 
overbearing illsolence. They also SOUI1 horns and trumpets, and 
continued near the British envoy's tenty in the mission of Mr. Smith, 
for days at a time. 

The system of jurisprudence is takell from the Koran. The 
Hindoos mostly settle their differences among themselves by pun- 
chaets or arbitration, without a reference to ruling authoritiesX 
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The Beloches seem generally to take the law into their oun 
hands, and to act on the simple principle of retaliation. The 
Ameers only interfere when the disputes assume a serious cha- 
racter, or extend to whole tribes. 

The exports from Sinde or home produce are saltpetre, salt, 
rice, cotton, ;hee oil, oil seed, sharks' fins, bark for tanning, alkali, 
calico and felts; and from the kingdoms and provinces to the 
northward they bring chiefly for exportation assafo@tida, sairon, 
horses, leather, hides, madder, musk, alum, drugs of various kinds, 
Cashluere shawls, dried fruit, diamonds, lapis lazuli, turquoises, 
and other precious stones7 bdellium and gums. The imports 
from Indis are iron, tin, steel, lead, copper, i^1ory, tea, sugar, 
spices of all description.s, chintz, broad-cloth, glass, china ware, 
cocoa ntlts, indigo, areca llUtS, muslin, gold cloth, shields, &c. &c. 
From Khorosall, Persia, and Arabia, the Sindians have for home 
consumption swords, silk, carpets, dates, rose-water, conserve, 
tobacco, coXee, and kullyans. Horses are brought in great num- 
bers annually fronl Kaboul and Candahar to Cutch and Bombay, 
where they are bought by agents for the British government; but 
the Beloche soldiers are not well mounted, and except in the 
stables of tlle Ameers, there are no fine horses to be seen. The 
Ameers also keep an immellse Ilumber of dogs of good breed. 
The camels of Sillde, which are so famed throuthout the whole of 
Asia, are reared all along the delta of the Induis. They are the 
only species of conveyance used in the country; and there call be 
no doubt that their superiority is to be attributed to the saline 
nature of their food, which has also been found to ameliorate the 
breed in othel animals. 

The manufactures of the country have been very extetlsive, but 
are dsvindling away. The fanciful taste of the Ameers and cour- 
tiers for swords asd jewellery affords an occupation to a considerable 
Ilumber of workmen at Hyderabad; but the weavers of calico and 
loongees are no longer so numerous as they were in former times. 
At the visit of Nadir Shah it is said that there were at Tattah forty 
thousand weavers, and artisans of every description, to the number 
of twenty thousand more, exclusive of bankers, money-changers, 
shopkeepers, and sellers of grain, who were estimated at sixty 
thousand. The principal manufactures of Hyderabad are now of 
various kinds of armsn stlch as spears, lnatchlocks, s7vords, and of 
embroidered cloths. There must be considerable activity on the 
IIndus, even in the present day, for Burnes says, that above Bunna, 
where it is nearly a mile broad, it was studded with boats, filling 
its channel from ballk to bank. 

The Sindian soldiers, or tnilitary retaillers of the Ameers, are 
dressed in frocks resembling those of English labourers, of a coarse 
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dark blue cotton; trowsers of the same matelial, and the national 
cap, which is of a cylindrical form, abolit eigilt inches ill heit,ht, 
and commonly made of coloured cloth. Like their countrymen in 
geneal, they wear long beards and mustachios, and are armed xvith 
swords, daggers, matchlocks, and shields. With the exceptioll of 
a small corps of Beloches, who are kept to garrison the fortress 
of Hy(lerabad, the armed retainers of the Ameers are few in num- 
ber alid contemptible in appearance. The governmelit, it is said, 
could assenible about forty thousand men in tile course of a few 
days, by sonse means resembling the red cross of our ozzll fore- 
fathers, tlley being at otber times elllployed in agriculture and otller 
peaceful occupations. The military classes of the subjects of tlle 
Ameels m,ay be considered as a body of marauders ready to take 
arnls for any cause wllich will afford them support, or sshicl} offers 
a prospect of plunder. In the field, thougll brave and hardy, the 
Silidiall soldier has no disciplilleX and their vallity and boastint, are 
excessive. 

Tlle few walled towns ill the province of Sinde are contelllptible, 
alid scarcely deserve the name of fortresses. Omerhote, the r epo- 
sitory of the wealth of the Ameers, is within a few miles of 
a branch of the Indus, and utterly untexiable The fortificatiolis 
of Kurachee, the principal port, are mean alld irregular; the 
houses within the walls amounted, in 1813, to three thousall(l turo 
hundred and fifty; but the population did not amolint to tilirteen 
thousand souls. The city of Hyderabad is a collection of houses 
of vely poor appearance, according to one author, retched low 
mud hovels. rl'he fortifications colisist of a lligh wall and citudel; 
tile latter is entirely brick-work, but very thick; the figure circillar, 
and llot more thall a hundred yards in diameter; the walls are 
gradually crumbling away. 

lwlle general style of the court of Sillde excited the admiration 
of the travellers; alld Dr. Burnes sas, there AtaS an ail of dignity 
and good breedillg in the younger )rinces seldoln to be met uith 
either in the Europeall or Ilative chalacters. After tlle secollcl 
visit of this gelltlenlan to the court, the ceremolly of takillg off tlle 
shoes was dispensed witll. The Ameers pay visits to the Slikargalls, 
or preserves for game, once or twice a month. These are large tracts 
of jungleso calefully inclosed as to prevent the egress of all quadru- 
peds; and tile walls being closed up, the game is hunted till dire 
necessity obliges it to seek for water ill a well, near a temporary 
building or vicker bungalo^s, whicil is placed ial gardens bealiti- 
fully siladed and decked with flowerst and fiom wlsich the Ameers 
siloot the allimals deliberately, alid receive tile acclamations of their 
followrers. lzhey are also extremely folid of liawks; alid all tile 
grandees in Sinde} when tiley appear in public} are attelided by 
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their bazbans or falconers, with hawks, some of uZllich are of great 
value. The best are brought from Turkistan and the northern 
parts of Cabul. 

The princes show their distrust of one another in nothiut so 
much as in never leaving any of theil number behind on a huntillg 
excursion; great precautions are also taken to prevent treachery 
or combination against tllemselves. Like all Asiatic governors 
they never sacrifice present gaills for future advantages; nor do 
tlley consider the ialterests of the people and their rulers as the 
same. Their internal policy is directed towards the accumulation 
of mealth, on which tlley consider the grandeur and stability of 
their dynasty to depend. The enormous imposts and tasation 
restllting from this system have the effect of paralysing trade, and 
trampling down illdustry. The revenues are farmed to tlle highest 
bidders, who only enjoy their contracts by the grace of tlleir 
masters, and esert, in consequencey to the utmost, dring their 
often brief admillistration, their powers of exaction and oppression. 

The advantage which Sinde ilas, alld nllicll enables her to 
strugt,le against the curses of misrule allcl igllorance, is ller illde- 
pendellce of periodical rains. The government has 1lo more 
sympathy ^vith the farmer than the Iyot, and is not deaf to appeals 
agaitast him. The Mussulmen are all soldiers, alld rarely lease- 
holders, alld the reventles are thus, for the most part, in the hands 
of Hin(loos who are out of favour at court; and the farmers are 
1lot, as is tlle case in Cutch7 civil magistrates. Certainly there is 
no country adjoining our East India possessions which would 
l)etter lepay tlle fosterill, care of a mild and enlightened mallage- 
ment thall Sinde. The narrow policy of its governors does more 
to allnihilate national prosperity than the whole colnbinatioll of 

wvhysical estils; and it is ̂ vith a feeling entirely independent of a 
desire for our countIy's aggralldisement that we would wish to see 
the Illdus ollce more tlle seat of a commerce and industry wllicl 
had been plallteel there lJy European hands. 

CQU?Se of {Ale Indle.s. 'llle investigatiolls of late ears hane 
rectitied tnally errors regarding the course of the Sindll or Indtls, 
though the charts given by Colonel Pottilzwer and Mr. Burnes, tlle 
latter from a sketch of the Indus, by Samuel Richards, il) the 
Quarter-master-general's oflice, Bombay differ considerably in 
their details; and it appears that, at diflerent periods of the year, 
the repletion or exsiccation of cross branchcs gises variable features 
to that part of the coulltry which is below Bhukor. It is sllp- 
posed to rise betveen the 3.Sth and >)6th degrees of 1lorth latitude, 
whellce it rlllls a little to the southward of west, for a distance of 
seven or eight degrees, forcing its way aluollg the snowy moun- 
tains that separate Cashnlere and Little Tllibet. To the fortress 
of Attock, in latitude 33? 55' N., it varies its course bet^een 
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south and south-west. To this place it is distinguiwshed by the 
title of Aboo Seell, or Father River; and beyond thls, until joined 
by the Pulljund, or five streams, it is usually called the Roode 
Attock; from this point it is exclusively spoken of as the Duryae 
Sinde, or Sea of Sinde. It flows south-south-west, almost without 
a curve, until seventeen miles below Bhukor; it sends off a 
branch called Kumburgundee and Larkhanu River, whi?h expands 
into a lake at the foot of the Brahoorch A1ountains. The district 
of Chandoohee is fertilized by this branch. Halfway between 
Bhukor and Sehwan the Illdus receives the Khyrpoor, or Doorlee 
River, to the eastward. The river forms an island of some extent 
near the fort of Sehwan; and many minor branches disellgage 
themselves from it, which are dry when it is not swollen. The 

ext branch is the Fulelee, which encircles the island on which the 
capital of Hyderabad is built;-ten miles south-west of the city it 
re-unites with its mother stream. At its most eastern point it 
detaches the Goonee, across which Futtah Ali threw an embank- 
ment in 1799, alld now the fresh water presses against the dam on 
one side whi]st the tide fl^ows up to it on the other. The river 
below the dam is called the Loonee or Salt River, ill contradistinc- 
tion to the Goonee, which signifies efficacious or useful. After 
the Fulelee rejoins the Indus, the latter winds a little to the east- 
ward of south, but soon regains its predotninant inclination to the 
south-south-west, which becomes still more westerly after passing 
Tattah; and, according to Pottinger, enters the Indian Ocean in 
one vast body; but Mr. Burnes llavigated two large arms below 
the last-mentioned place, called the lteyraum alld Bugghaur7 
which latter river the same author seems inclined to think is the 
branch navigated by Alexander, who would then have passed the 
Luckput Creek; and it is not impossible that Pattala, of whose 
identity with Tattah, or Hyderabad, even ColonelPottin;er seems 
very doubtful, is where the modern town of Jerk is placed; in which 
case the Macedollian conqueror may have navigated the Punjaree 
branch which passes by Laiqpoor alld Meerpore, which would 
also have brought him to the Luckput Creek, though neither of 
these navigable routes is contained ill Colonel Pottinger's map. 

The rapidity of the stream in the Indus lductuates with the sea- 
sons, whether dry or otherwise; and the nature of the districts it 
rulls through also seems to affect it. Above Tattah, Pottinger 
estimates it as usually betmreel] two and a half and four miles per 
hour. The waters are regular in their inundation, in their return, 
departure, alld quantity; beginning to rise about the lattel elld of 
April, and subside early ill September. The breadth of the swell 
varies according to the nature of the country through which the 
river passes. In general, Mr. Crow states that it is felt five miles 
from the banks on either side, and, in many parts, much more, par- 
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